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Two friends of Helle Crafts testified Tuesday that the former flight attendant - whose husband is on trial for allegedly killing her - feared for her life in the days before she disappeared on Nov. 18 or 19, 1986. 
Pierre Ficheroulle of Trumbull and Lena Johansson-Long of Brookfield were among five witnesses who testified on the fourth day of Richard Crafts' murder trial.
Crafts is accused of killing his wife, dismembering her body with a chain saw and running the pieces through a wood chipper. Crafts has pleaded innocent to the charges. 
Ficheroulle said Helle Crafts told him on Nov. 12 "that if anything happened to her, we should not believe that it was an accident." 
He was among three prosecution witnesses so far at Richard Crafts' second trial to testify that Helle Crafts, a Pan Am flight attendant and a mother of three, seemed to think something bad might happen to her. 
Divorce lawyer Dianne Andersen, who testified Friday, and Johansson-Long, a former Pan Am flight attendant, were the others. 
Gertrude "Trudy" Horvath, a fellow flight attendant who lives in Southbury, testified Tuesday that after returning on a flight from Frankfurt to New York, she dropped Helle Crafts off at her house in Newtown on Nov. 18, 1986. That was the last time anyone other than Richard Crafts, 51, is known to have seen her. 
Horvath said that Helle Crafts, who was 39, gave no indication that she might be considering leaving. 
Helle Crafts told Horvath she planned to seek a divorce from her husband, an Eastern Airlines pilot whom Helle had discovered was having an affair with a flight attendant from New Jersey. 
But Horvath, under cross-examination, said Helle Crafts did not seem to be upset on Nov. 18 and showed no hesitancy about going into her house after realizing that Richard Crafts was home. 
Lee Ficheroulle, another Pan Am flight attendant and wife of Pierre Ficheroulle, said Helle Crafts was "very distraught" when she learned of the affair. 
During the conversation on Sept. 12, 1986, in which Helle Crafts expressed fear for her safety, Pierre Ficheroulle urged her to take her children and get out of their house, the Ficheroulles both testified. But Helle Crafts said "that her husband would find her" wherever she went, said Lee Ficheroulle. Crafts also feared she might be charged with kidnapping their three children, which might create trouble in the divorce case, she said. 
Other witnesses who testified Tuesday included Jette Rompe of Branford, a former Pan Am purser; and James E. Sullivan of Ridgefield, a deputy sheriff who tried to serve divorce papers on Richard Crafts beginning Nov. 11, 1986, but could not find him. 
Ficheroulle said she called Richard Crafts about his wife's whereabouts on Nov. 24. He said she was visiting her mother. 
