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Healing process for town stressed at Gregory vigil 
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As about 50 people gathered on the Town Common yesterday to honor Sharon Gregory, the emphasis was on healing a community devastated by her killing. 
At 3 p.m., bells tolled from the steeple of the Second Congregational Church for five minutes in Gregory's memory. Church bells around the county were expected to chime at the same time. 
Several women gazed at the church steeple during a period of silence, while others looked downward, and most fought back tears. 
The bells signaled "a call to healing and an opportunity to come together as a community as we remember Sharon Gregory," said Mary Koceila, co-director of the New England Learning Center for Women In Transition, the battered women's advocacy group located here. 
Gregory, a 19-year-old Greenfield Community College student, was found stabbed to death Oct. 24 in her family's South Shelburne Road home. 
Last Tuesday, her alleged assailant, Mark Branch, 19, of Meadow Lane, was found hanging from a tree in Buckland. That discovery has dissipated the fear that has gripped people in the area and several speakers yesterday said it is time for the community to begin healing. 
Koceila described Gregory as "one who loved art and the theatre and cared for all people. She had many friends and the ties with her family were very, very close. She was an individual, a free spirit." 
While Gregory's murder may have been different from the killings of Virginia Ferrer of Turners Falls in September, and Vivian Morrissey, also of Turners Falls, in Sept. 1987, "all were examples of violence against women in its most extreme form," said Koceila. 
The vigil for Gregory was "a way of recognizing that violence and naming it," she said. 

A point has been reached "where we can begin to turn," said Rabbi Louis Rieser of Temple Israel and vice president of the Greenfield Interfaith Council. 
Rieser warned against perceiving Gregory and Branch as "symbols." 
He said Branch was seen as a "spectre, less than human," rather that a youth who "spent 15 out of 19 years seeking help, along with his family. 
"We have to make these people human. If they remain symbols, we won't be able to grieve. We need to be able to grieve," Rieser said. 
Jennifer Giandalone, of Amherst, told the crowd she came to honor Gregory, "a young woman who has been able to pull a whole community together," and to also honor the community which "has responded to violence. 
"There is a place inside us that is inviolate. A center, a source of strength, a source of peace," she said. 
Janet Aalfs, of Valley Women's Martial Arts of Easthampton, led a demonstration "dedicated to the spirit of Sharon Gregory and women struggling to keep their lives or who lost their lives." 
"Images of women having grace, power and strength can certainly help us," said Koceila. 
At the end of the vigil, purple candles were lighted, both in honor of Gregory and as a symbol of bringing "light into our hearts," said one woman. 
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