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For 17 years, Ann Chang has been waiting and searching for answers. 
She wants the person who abducted and killed her two children to face justice and wants to know why Jennifer, 6, and Charles, 8, were targeted. 
"I am still waiting and hoping that somebody who knows information will please stand up and help us out," she said Wednesday, the 17th anniversary of their disappearance. "I still want to know who did this. Why?" 
Jennifer and Charles were abducted Oct. 18, 1989, after their school bus dropped them about 100 yards from their Reno apartment on Talbot Lane. At the time, Chang was recently divorced, running a restaurant and her mother was helping her raise her children. Their father lived in California and was later cleared as a suspect. 
Nine months later, the children's skeletal remains were found along a California highway, about 60 miles west of Reno. 
On almost every anniversary, police &mdash; primarily retired Reno police detective Ron Dreher &mdash; asks the media to publicize the Chia case in hope of generating new leads. 
"There are people in this community or on the West Coast who know who did this," Dreher said. "A killing like this ... you could not have kept your mouth shut. One lead would be all it takes to break this case." 
On this anniversary, Dreher said detectives have never been able to find a man who went by the nickname of "Ma" and once lived with the man police identified as the prime suspect in the Chia case, James Grooms. 
Grooms has denied having anything to do with the children's deaths, although he was imprisoned for trying to extort money from their mother in the days after their abduction. 
Dreher said "Ma" had worked at the restaurant owned by Chang, the Imperial Palace. Police found evidence in Grooms' home that linked him to having been in the restaurant. 

Grooms, 47, was brought to Reno on Wednesday morning to face charges in an unrelated case. 
Grooms was convicted of trying to extort money from Chang by calling her at her restaurant multiple times and promising to return the children if she paid him $100,000. He was released from prison in 1998 after serving his sentencence for that crime. 
"I will always be one of the prime suspects in this case until the killer is found," Grooms said last year in a jailhouse interview. "I wish this could be solved. I made the phone calls, but I had nothing to do with killing those kids." 

Grooms said his drug abuse led him to make the extortion calls. He said he is dying of hepatitis C, contracted from sharing drug needles. Grooms has been married and has at least two children. 
Dreher said clues also link Grooms to the Chia case. For example, publicity following the 10th anniversary led police to search for a white Volkswagen registered to Grooms that was seen near the children's burial site. The vehicle has never been found, and Dreher said evidence inside could help the case. Grooms said last year he had dropped it off at a Reno auto shop months before the incident and never bothered to retrieve it. 
Grooms didn't appear for his Sept. 18 jury trial on charges of battering, robbing, threatening and extorting money from a 75-year-old woman who he said was his wealthy fiancee. The woman later posted Grooms' nearly $30,000 bail after he called her from jail and promised to have sex with her if she posted the money, according to court records. Court records show she also had a restraining order against him. 
After missing the trial, an arrest warrant was issued for Grooms with bail of $500,000. Authorities in Mill Valley, Calif., arrested him. Details of the arrest were not known.
There also are loose ends in the Chia case that Dreher wants to tie. He wants to find a married couple who reported seeing a brown van with a Miller Lite gear-shift knob near the children's burial site after they disappeared, as well as a balding Asian man seen in the children's apartment complex at the time of the kidnapping and later was standing near a pickup by the school bus, and a man with long blond hair who was crying when he deposited a large amount of money into a trust fund for the children. 
Several people throughout the years have confessed to killing the Chia children, Dreher said, but were found to have lied and were cleared. 
Today, Chang is a full-time mother to her 10-year-old daughter, and she thinks every day about Jennifer, 6, an artist who played the piano and violin, and James, 8, a sweet boy who loved Tae Kwon Do. 
Chang still is offering a $20,000 personal reward for information. She closed her restaurant in 2001. 
She visited her children's graves Wednesday, an annual tradition. She said she has a special place in her heart for all of the law enforcement officers who worked on the case and the media who publicize it. 
"I still wonder why this happened," she said. "It's still a big question in my mind and my heart. Someone needs to stand up and show the police department who did this because we don't want anyone else killed." 
CASE TIMELINE 

Oct. 18, 1989 -- Charles Chia, 8, and Jennifer Chia, 6, disappears about 3:30 p.m. after they got off their school bus. Later that night, their grandmother reports them missing. 

Oct. 22 and 24 -- James Grooms calls Imperial Palace, the restaurant that the children's mother owns, and demands $100,000 for their safe return. 

Oct. 25 -- Grooms is arrested for extortion. 

Oct. 27 -- Ann Chang makes a public plea for the safe return of her children. 

Nov. 5 -- Photographs of the children appear on billboards, fliers and buttons throughout the Truckee Meadows. Ten days later, a re-enactment appears on television. 

July 25, 1990 -- A highway worker finds Charles and Jennifer's skeletal remains near Blairsden, Calif., in Plumas County. 

August 1993 -- Forensic anthropologists and archeologists recreate the grave site and find new evidence that police decline to comment on. 

Oct. 18, 1995 -- Ann Chang offers a $20,000 reward for information leading to the arrest and prosecution of her children's killer. 

January 1998 -- Grooms is released from prison after serving time for trying to extort Ann Chang. 

January 2000 -- A witness reports seeing a white Volkswagen near the children's gravesite following their abduction. The car was registered to Grooms. Police believe case-breaking clues could be inside the car, which has never been found. 

HOW TO HELP 

Anyone with information regarding the Chia case, or who recalls anything about the area where the children were abducted or buried, or has information about James Grooms or his car, should call Detective Scott Hopkins, Reno police, at 334-2188 or Secret Witness at 322-4900. 
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