Suspect, 24, accused in child abduction

VALLEY PARK, Mo., July 27 —  A transient was accused Saturday of abducting, trying to rape and ultimately slaying a 6-year-old girl who he allegedly snatched from her father’s suburban home. St. Louis County warrants charge Johnny A. Johnson, 24, of first-degree murder, armed criminal action and attempted forcible rape in Friday’s killing of Cassandra “Casey” Williamson, who vanished from the home where Johnson also had spent the night.

CASSANDRA’S BODY was found blocks away at an abandoned glass factory where police say Johnson sometimes slept. Johnson told police the girl’s location, investigators said.
       Johnson was jailed without bond Saturday in the St. Louis County Jail in Clayton. It was not immediately clear when he would make his first court appearance.
       An autopsy on Cassandra was planned for later Saturday.
       A St. Louis County Police Department news release on the charges against Johnson did not specify how Cassandra died or other details about the case. It said only “detectives from our agency were able to build a strong case against [Johnson].”
       
ADMITS SLAYING
       “We’re basically not releasing anything beyond the news release,” said Mason Keller, a St. Louis County police spokesman.
       St. Louis County Police Chief Ron Battelle told NBC’s “Today” show Saturday that Johnson had confessed to the slaying. He declined to comment on a motive.
       Battelle said Johnson was the last person seen with Cassandra, and he was seen carrying her piggyback down the street Friday.

“We took him to our station and began interviewing him at that point in time, and as they went on he admitted to his involvement in the murder,” Battelle said.
       Johnson spent the night at a home shared by Cassandra’s father, Ernie Williamson, and a roommate. Johnson had staying up drinking with the roommate, the father said.
       Cassandra was reported missing Friday morning from her father’s home. Police said Johnson, who had slept on the couch, later told them the girl’s body was at the glass factory nearby.
       A group of search volunteers who had been going door-to-door arrived about the same time as investigators at the factory, where the girl’s body was found.
       Late Friday night, Cassandra’s parents went to the crime scene and identified the body, said James McCrady, a St. Louis County Medical Examiner’s Office investigator. The parents, hugging and crying, later were chauffeured away behind the coroner’s van carrying their daughter’s body.
       
SUSPECT WAS TRANSIENT
       Ernie Williamson and Cassandra’s mother, Angela Williamson, had separated but still spent some nights together at a neighbor’s home, where Ernie Williamson had been staying for about a week. Thursday night, the entire family stayed at the home — Ernie and Angela Williamson and their four children.

Authorities said Cassandra was in the kitchen around 7:30 a.m. with her father. Williamson said he was about to pour his daughter a bowl of cereal and left the room briefly to go the bathroom. When he returned, the girl, barefoot and dressed in a white nightgown, had disappeared.
       The father said he also noticed that Johnson was gone. About a half-hour later, Williamson said, Johnson returned to the house, wet and muddy, and said he had been swimming in the nearby river. Police began questioning him soon after he returned.
       Before the body was found, Cassandra’s mother, Angela, said, “She never walks off without telling me she’s going somewhere. She doesn’t even go to her friend’s house without telling me she was going. I just want my baby.”
       
‘SHE WAS PERFECT’
       As word of the disappearance spread, volunteers began joining in the search, which also included helicopters and bloodhounds. Many were looking around an area along the Meramec River, which runs through Valley Park in southwest St. Louis County.
       Several cases of child abductions involving young girls have been in the news in recent weeks.
       Cassandra, who would have been a first-grader in the fall, had been chosen as the kindergartner to represent a new generation and launch a handful of balloons as part of a Sept. 11 remembrance ceremony at school, said Valley Park School District spokeswoman Barbara Roux.
       “She was thrilled. She just wanted to do it perfectly,” Roux said. “She kept asking, ’Am I standing right?’ She just wanted it to be perfect, and she was perfect.”

