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Officers search for witnesses
1999

Suspects reportedly admit to murdering elderly couple in Oklahoma

Walk will benefit
Alzheimer's group

The 1996 Memory Walk to ben-
efit the Eastern N.C. Chapter of the
Alzheimer's Association will be
held Saturday, Oct. 5 at 9 a.m. at the
WoodHaven Nursing and
Alzheimer's Care Center, 1150 Pine
Run Dr., Lumberton.

Local sponsors are Southeastern
Regional Medical Center and
WoodHaven Nursing Care Center.

Call Mary Scott at 671-5711 for
registration forms and more infor-
mation. ,

Democrats plan
rally for Oct. 24

Robeson County Democrats will
hold a party unity rally Oct. >24 at
6:30 p.m. in the Bill Sapp Ceriter in
Lumberton.

Sen. David R. Parnell will be
honored for 22 years of service in
the legislature, and Senate President
Prq-Tempore Marc Basnight will be
the keynote speaker.

Tickets to the rally may be or-
dered by mail. Write to: Robeson
County Democratic Party, 206 W.
31st Street, Lumberton, N.C. 28358.
The cost is $5 per ticket. All
Democrats are urged to attend.

Tribal Council to
meet Monday

The Tribal. Council will meet
MoriayrOct^ih the Rennert Cpm-
munity Building. Dinner will be
served at 6 p.m., and the council
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.

Everyone is welcome. For infor-
mation, call 521-4833 or 843-4887.

Robeson Shriners
to have fish fry

The Robeson County Shrine
Club will sponsor a fish fry on Fri-
day, Oct. 11 at the Bill Sapp Recre-
ation Center from 11 a.m. until 2
p.m. and 4 p.m. until 7 p.m.

All proceeds go the Shriner's
Hospital for Crippled and Burned
Children.

Take-out plates will be available.

Whitehouse VFD
holds turkey shoots

A turkey shoot will be held at the
Whitehouse Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment each Saturday night beginning
Oct. 19, 1996 through Christmas
from 7-11 p.m.

The shoot is a fundraising effort
for the department, and prizes of
turkeys, hams, loins and bacon will
be awarded. Whitehouse Volunteer
Fire Department is located on N.C.
41, South of Fairmont.
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Virginia Floyd Lumberton

NORM MORTON
Staff writer

The local investigation into the
death of 85-year-old Lola Davis of
Lumberton is continuing with the
Robeson County Sheriffs Depart-
ment and the N.C. State Bureau of
Investigation conducting interviews
with possible witnesses.

"Right now, we are interested in
talking to anyone who may have had
contact with either John A. Esposito
or Alicia Woodward, while the cou-
ple were in Lumberton," said Del.
Randal Patterson.

"We are hoping to find someone
that gave them money and talked to
them, will come forward with the in-
formation. We hope they will come
forward for Mrs. Davis," said Spe-
cial Agent Randy Myers of the SBI.

The investigators especially are
interested to hear from older indi-
viduals who were approached by ei-
ther of the pair. Their mode of oper-
ation was to approach older women
as they exited the store. Investiga-
tors believe that more than one older
woman gave one of the pair money
and they would very much like to
speak to these people.

Anyone that shopped at the Lum-
berton Winn-Dixie or the Food Lion
during the week of September 21
and may have talked to either of the
two persons currently in custody in
Colorado are asked to call the Robe-
son County Sheriffs Department at
671-3199. Your information may be
very important to investigators cur-
rently conducting interviews.

Published reports have referred to
Esposito's alleged connection with
Robeson County. According to
sources, Esposito's stepfather resid-
ed here for a short time many years
ago when John Esposito was very
young. Esposito has no direct rela-

tives in Robeson County and both
the stepfather and the former wife
now live in New Jersey.

Esposito arid Woodward are the
young couple accused of killing Lo-
la Davis of Lumberton during a
cross-country crime spree and are
being held without bond in Col-
orado.

John A. Esposito, 21, and Alicia
Woodward, 18, both of Pemberton
Township, N.J., face an October 11
hearing on a federal warrant for un-
lawful flight to avoid prosecution
for murder in Georgia.

The pair, shackled at their wrists
and ankles, appeared separately be-
fore U.S. Magistrate David West on
Thursday.

Woodward, dressed in blue jail
attire, answered the magistrate's
questions with "Yes, sir." But Es-
posito had to be prompted by his at-
torney to respond to the judge.
When he did, he replied with a gruff
."Yes."

West ordered the two held with-
out bond in La Plata County Jail un-
til the hearing in U.S. District Court
in Durango.

The two are wanted in Georgia
for the death of Lola Davis, 85, of
Lumberton. Her bludgeoned body
was found September 20 in a field in
Madison, Georgia, about 50 miles
east of Atlanta. She had been ab-
ducted from the Winn-Dixie parking
lot in Lumberton the day before.

Authorities indicated that the two
have admitted killing Lawrence
Snider, 91, and his wife, Marguarite,
86, of Oklahoma City. Their bodies
were found Thursday stacked atop
one another in a grassy area outside
Adrian, Texas. They also had been
bludgeoned to death.

Esposito and Woodward were ar-
rested .Wednesday duriirg-a-routine-

traffic stop in Mesa Verde National
Park near Durango, driving a car
registered to the Sniders, authorities
said.

The Sniders' ATM car.d had been
used in Arizona, New Mexico and
Oklahoma since Saturday to with-
draw- more than $1,000, said Okla-
homa City police Sgt. Nate Tarver.

The day Mrs. Davis' body was
found in Georgia, her 1978 Buick
Electra was found in Talladega, Ala.
Police there had a chance encounter
with Esposito and Woodward, when
an officer .stopped them because
they appeared suspicious, identified
them and then released them, said
Sheriff Ken Pritchett of Morgan
County, Ga.

The encounter took place just
two-tenths of a mile from where
Mrs. Davis' car was found. Her gro-
ceries were in the car's back seat.

The FBI is using federal authori-
ty to secure the two and return them
to Georgia for trial for the murder of
Davis. Georgia authorities will be
the prosecuting authority.

A lawn worker had talked to the
Sniders Saturday morning, but they
and their car were gone when the
employee arrived shortly thereafter,
said the Sniders' son, Merrill Snider.

Neighbors and fellow church
members became concerned Sunday
and called Merrill Snider after the
couple missed services.

On Thursday, they gathered at
the Sniders' Oklahoma City home,
preparing to make funeral arrange-
ments. ' -

"They were like grandparents.
I've known them forever," said
Stephanie Dry, the couple's next-
door neighbor. "They're real frag-
ile, real old: I can run, and they
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John A. Esposito, one of the suspects in the abduction and death of
Lumberton resident Lola Davis, is believed to have once lived in
Robeson County*.,- - . .*• -—— -
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WEATHER
Thursday's high 82.7
24-hour low 52.5
Today at 7 a.m 52.5
Precipitation at 7 a.m 0.00
Sunrise tomorrow 7:13 a.m.
Sunset tomorrow 6:54 p.m.
Lumber River level 9.88
River trend Falling
Forecast: Mostly clear skies and
chilly conditions expected tonight.
Lows will be in the mid 40s.

Ag official
speaks at
Mclntyre
fundraiser

DONNIE BYERS
Staff writer

FAYETTEVILLE — It's one
thing to promise support. It's anoth-
er thing to give it.

On Friday, U.S. Agricultural
Secretary Dan Glickman said the
federal government under the Clin-
ton administration is committed to
helping the nation's farmers like it
has in the past.

"The government shouldn't be a
hindrance for farmers," said Glick-
man. "It should help them, because
the government is 'Us.'"

The secretary was in Fayetteville
Thursday for a fund-raiser for Mike
Mclntyre. The Lumberton attorney
is seeking to win the Dist. 7 con-
gressional election against Wilm-
ington businessman Bill Caster.
Rep. Charlie Rose has sat on the
seat since 1972.

Glickman said the best way to
help farmers is to continue promot-
ing U.S. agriculture, which has be-
come a billion dollar industry and a
vital part of the nation's economy.

Agriculture represents one-sev-
enth of the total gross national prod-
uct and will helpi U.S. trade hit an
all-time high of $60 billion this
year, according to Glickman. One of
out of every three crops produced in
the U.S. is exported for overseas
consumption, he said.

Glickman said North Carolina
needs a "bridge builder" in
Congress that can work successfully
for agriculture in a OOP-led
Congress, just like Rose has done.

"The idea is to reach consensus,"
he said. "We may have the truth, but
the problem is that some other fool
thinks1 he has the truth."

"You have to blend interests to
get things done," he said.

Glickman referred to State Agri-
culture Secretary Jim Graham's re-
cent visit to Washington to prove his
point.

Graham and several other Demo-
cratic agricultural officials were in
Washington to endorse President
Clinton's farming policies which
have helped boost farm income by
an estimated $15 billion this year.

When it was Graham's turn to
speak, he said he endorsed every-

See MCINTYRE, page 3A
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Lumberton Police Officer Joseph Cain, responding to a stolen vehicle report on Wilson Street in Lum-
berton this morning at 3:15, spotted a vehicle traveling south on Martin Luther King Drive. He began pur-
suit and was joined by fellow officer Johnny R. Coleman. As the pursuit passed the fairgrounds on N.C.
41, Coleman tost control of his police cruiser and flipped the vehicle near Sunset Mobile Home Park. He
was transported to the Southeastern Regional Medical Center where he was treated and released. In-
vestigation of the accident is being conducted by Trooper Ron Wright, and reports indicate the police
cruiser was a total loss. The stolen vehicle, driven by a 15-year-old-female, was stopped by a Robeson
County deputy on U.S. 301 around 4 a.m. The juvenile girl was taken into custody by Robeson County
juvenile authorities.

Jury returns verdict of
voluntary manslaughter

NORM MORTON
Staff writer

A jury of ten women and two
men in the third day of deliberation
returned a verdict of guilty of volun-
tary manslaughter in the Issac For-
rest Parker murder trial.

The verdict surprised courtroom
spectators, angered the family of the
victim, Morton Oxendine, and re-
duced members of both families to
tears.

Superior Court Judge Coy E.
Brewer Jr. dismissed the jury and
held a brief break then sentenced
Parker to six years in prison. The
sentence included credit for time
served which is a few months over
three years.

With other credits within the N.
C. Department of Corrections, the

sentence will allow Parker to return
to Robeson County within a year,
according to observers.

For the jury, the verdict, arriving
at the verdict was a painful exercise
as twice they returned to the judge
for the instructions concerning their
verdict options. They included first
degree murder, second degree mur-
der, voluntary manslaughter and not
guilty.

Twice the judge explained the
various verdicts and how they could
be arrived at. Wednesday morning
the foreman of the jury, Curtis Sin-
clair, advised Judge Brewer that the
jury was deadlocked at a 10-2 vote.
The judge asked them to return lo
the jury room and continue to delib-
erate and see if they could not reach
an unanimous verdict.

Finally, a li t t le after one, the jury
knocked on the jury door and in-
formed the bailiff that a verdict had
been reached.

After the verdict was announced,
a jury member, who asked not to be
identified confirmed that when the
jury was deadlocked the vote was
ten for voluntary manslaughter and
two for second degree murder. The
two holdouts later joined the major-
ity to produce the verdict.

In the sentencing phase, Issac
Parker took the stand to illustrate
mitigating circumstances. He in-
formed the judge that he was 35, had
served in the Marine Corps for nine
years and never been arrested. These
statements came as the result of his

Sec VERDICT, page 3A

Leaf prices
steady on
area market

ELLEN CHURCH
With wire reports

Price remained steady on Fair-
mont markets Thursday with aver-
ages hovering at $190 per hundred
pounds.

No tobacco was sold to the NC
Flue-Cured Stabilization.

Other marjcets across the state re-
ported steadjpp higher prices with
averages reaching $192 per hundred
pounds. if.

In Fairmont; there v/ere 991,709
pounds of 'Jtobacco sold for
$1,887,331.48vfor an average price
of $190.31 pe£;hundred pounds.

For the Reason, 29,207,393.
pounds of tobacco have been sold
for $523,684'i634.63 for an average
price of $£80.38 per hundred
pounds. • . ' :t-'3

Last year through the same'-'saK
day, Fairmont markets sold
25,784,378 for $45,625,011.68. for
an average price of $176.95 per
hundred pounds. On the same day jp
1995 only 0.20 percent of Fairmon-f
t's total leaf had been sold to the Co-;
op- ' ;

Lumberton tobacco reports were
unavailable this morning.

Bid averages held steady at $192
at most auctions on North Caroli-
na's three flued-cured tobacco mar^
kets Thursday, the Federal-State To4
bacco Market News Service report-:

. ed. > '
The make-up of tobacco on sales

floors on the South Carolina and
Border North Carolina Belt was rel-
atively unchanged. About 70 per-
cent was leaf grades with 20 percent
smoking leaf.

Only 9 percent was considered as
unripe or immature. Two grades,
b4k and b5k combined for nearly 40
percent of sales. In terms of quality,
52 percent graded fair, and 27 per-
cent graded low quality.

Wednesday's gross sales
amounted to 4.5 million pounds and
averaged $191.08 per hundred. Bor-
der Belt season sales reached 170.5
million pounds, returning an aver-
age of $180.05 per hundred.

No tobacco was placed under
loan to the Flue-Cured Tobacco Co-
operative Stabilization Corporation
Wednesday. The season figure re-
mains at 0.2 percent of gross sales.

Demand remained strong at Old
Belt markets Thursday. Again, bid
averages of $192 were recorded for
nearly all tobacco auctioned. Vol-

See LEAF, page 3A


