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CRIME MURDER TRIAL RACE

SIXTH DEFENDANT IN RAPE-MURDER GIVEN FIVE-YEAR SENTENCE ACCOMPLICE MUST COOPERATE FURTHER 

Author: The Associated Press 

Article Text: 
The last person in custody in the rape and killing of Melissa Ann McLauchlin has been sentenced to five years in prison. 
Roger Williams, 23, pleaded guilty to third-degree criminal sexual conduct and failing to report a felony when he was present. 
The rape charge was reduced from a first-degree offense in a plea agreement that requires Williams to cooperate with authorities in any future hearings. 
He could be eligible for parole almost immediately because of the time he has served since his arrest. 
Williams apologized Friday and said he was ashamed of "my involvement and the poor choices I made." 
McLauchlin, 25, was shot in the face five times with a .25-caliber pistol and left to die on the side of U.S. 78 near Summerville Dec. 30, 1992. 
Police said that before the slaying some of the defendants, all of whom are black, made a New Year's resolution to rape and kill a white woman as retribution for 400 years of oppression of black people. 
The sentencing was moved to Columbia because Circuit Judge Charles W. Whetstone was holding court here last week. Whetstone had been assigned to handle all the defendants. 
Williams faced 10 years in prison on each offense, but Whetstone sentenced him to five years and gave Williams credit for the 20 months he has been in custody. Williams must serve five years of probation after his release from prison.
In previous hearings some defendants said McLauchlin was willingly having sex with a half-dozen men she'd never met for the promise of drugs. They said that promise was a ruse to lure her into their car. 
Defense attorney Ashley Pennington said McLauchlin had an established history of drug abuse. 
McLauchlin's body had a blood-alcohol level of more than 0.25 percent, but toxicology reports showed no trace of illegal drugs.
Dorchester County sheriff's Lt. Butch Henerey said McLauchlin's only known drug connection was that she entered a drug rehabilitation program in the mid- to late 1980s. 
Already sentenced in the case are: 

Matthew Carl Mack, 21, who was convicted of murder and given a life term plus 30 years. 

Matthew Paul Williams, 22, who pleaded guilty to murder and was sentenced to life in prison. 

Danny Dwayne McCall, 26, who pleaded guilty to failing to report a felony when he was present and no contest to third-degree criminal sexual conduct. He was sentenced to six years in prison followed by five years of probation. 

Indira Simmons, 22, who pleaded guilty to failing to report a felony when she was present. She was sentenced to 1 1/2 years, the time she had been in jail or under house arrest. Whetstone also gave her one year of intensive probation, and ordered her to do 100 hours of community service. 

Edna Jenkins, 31, who pleaded guilty to being an accessory after the fact of murder, illegally buying two handguns within 30 days and lying on a firearms application. She was sentenced to 1 1/2 years, the time she had been in jail or under house arrest. Whetstone also ordered her to do 500 hours of public service. 

A seventh defendant in the case, suspected triggerman Joe Gardner, is on the FBI's Most Wanted list.  Gardner, a Charleston-based sailor at the time of the murder, fled after the killing and is listed as absent without leave from the Navy. 

He is from Detroit and is known to have been there in the weeks after the murder.  Gardner narrowly escaped a search for him there. Authorities speculated he might have gone to Canada because Canadian policy forbids the extradition of fugitives facing the death penalty.  The last confirmed sighting of Gardner was in April 1993 in Franklin County, Ohio, Henerey said. 
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