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EDITOR'S NOTE: Thirty-nine people -- 39 of our neighbors in Richland and Lexington counties -- died violently last year at the hands of their fellow men and women. 

Some were killed by strangers; many were killed by friends or relatives. Thirteen were women; 26 were men. The oldest was 76; the youngest was 3. 

But statistics do not reflect the human costs of violent behavior in a way that is easy to grasp. By revisiting these cases as a group, we hope to document the loss of these people in a way that 39 separate news stories, interspersed throughout 1989, could never do. 

Reporter B.J. Ellis compiled the stories and, in many cases, talked to the victims' relatives, friends or co-workers. Often, it was difficult for these people to talk about their losses. It certainly was difficult for Ms. Ellis to ask about them -- "like attending 39 funerals as an uninvited guest," she said. 

Most of the killings have been followed by arrests, and trials are pending. Some, however, remain unsolved. Jim Foster, Features editor 


Jan. 1 

Leon Milton Scott, 54, of 508 Abraham St., died only hours into 1989. Found stabbed in the heart in front of the Gaz-Bah Mini Shop at 6200 Farrow Road, Scott died later at Richland Memorial Hospital. 

"The memories come back this time of year," said his sister, Robertha DeVeaux, 63, of Eastover. "I would say we are doing fair. I took flowers to the cemetery on Christmas Eve. His son stopped by to see me on his way back from the cemetery." 

Scott owned and operated Scott's ABC Package Store at Park and Washington streets; the business closed a few months after his death. He was born and raised in Eastover, one of nine sons and one daughter of the late McKinley Sr. and Elease House Scott. 

He is survived by his widow, Daisy, two daughters and a son. "I don't want to talk about it, I'm still very upset," Mrs. Scott said, crying. 

No suspects have been charged in Scott's slaying. Mrs. DeVeaux said she has stayed in touch with the Richland County Sheriff's Department on the case. 

"If we only knew who did it. I am certainly concerned," she said. "They (sheriff's investigators) checked every avenue. There was such conflicting information. They said he went to get kerosene, but they never found a can. I will always believe he was called out that night. We have no other choice but to accept what we've been told." 

Hours before Scott died, Mrs. DeVeaux said, she had called her brother at midnight to wish him a Happy New Year. 

"Two hours later, he was gone," she said. 


Jan. 27 

Frances Dale Nelson, 45, of 138 Harrington Court in the Foxcroft subdivision of Lexington County, was found dead in a downstairs bedroom next to the body of her husband, Glenn Edward Nelson, 48. The coroner ruled the deaths a murder-suicide. 

Authorities were summoned to the house at 138 Harrington Court by a call to the 911 emergency number from the couple's 9-year-old son, Lexington County Sheriff James Metts said. 

The child said that his parents had quarreled early in the evening and that he had gone upstairs to his room. He later heard five shots. 

When the department's special weapons team arrived, the child would not come out of the house, Metts said. Officers brought him out of a second-floor window. 

"Christmas was really bad for us. I will never get over it," said the victim's mother, Frances Addison of Union. "As long as she was alive, she never missed a Christmas at my house. Nobody knows how much I miss her." 

Mrs. Addison said she tries not to be bitter over the fact that her son- in-law killed her daughter. "It was such a shock to everybody. He didn't drink -- I think he must have gone berserk." 

Mrs. Addison has considered going to a local support group for relatives of homicide victims,. ''I've really prayed so hard about it," she said. "God has done wonders. My other daughters have been helpful. It hit the whole family so hard." 

The victim's sister, Rhonda Shealy, has custody of Mrs. Nelson's son, now 10. 

"He's adjusted well, considering," Mrs. Addison said, adding that the child had undergone therapy after the incident. "I think he blacked everything out. It might hit him later." 


Jan. 28 

Initially listed as a John Doe by the Richland County Coroner's office, Anthony Harvey, (also known as Edward Johnson), was found dead at the Unocal Auto Truck Stop Center at 7400 N. Main St. 

Police said Harvey had worked flimflam scams with an accomplice in that area and had died after being chased and beaten by two victims, who were later charged with murder. 

Harvey was a black man in his 40s. No next of kin was located, and his body was cremated and buried in the Richland County public cemetery in Pontiac. 


Feb. 2 

Samuel Taylor, 54, was a Gadsden resident and former Atlas Road Elementary School custodian. Shot twice in the back of the head and once in the chest, his body was abandoned in a concrete building off S.C. 764. 

Five youths, including two younger than 17, were charged in Taylor's death. According to police, the five came across Taylor as he sat in his car in a parking lot along Bluff Road drinking coffee. Police say that, after Taylor was taken to a rural area and killed, the youths stole his 1981 Chevrolet and used it in other crimes, including house break-ins and burglaries. 

Phillip Dove Sr., Taylor's first cousin, said he and Taylor had grown up together. "I was like a father and a brother to him," said Dove, who called the sheriff to report Taylor missing. "I always looked out for him and helped him make decisions. I saw him the morning before he got killed." 

Taylor's death is the "worst tragedy" Dove has faced. "Sam never bothered nobody. He wouldn't harm a fly." 

A trial is pending for the youths charged in the death. 


Feb. 9 

Ruby Frazier, 76, of Palmetto Terrace Apartments was beaten to death by someone using an ashtray stand. Robbery is suspected as the motive because Mrs. Frazier had received a large sum of money, which was missing from her home along with her wedding band. 

Her body was found in the living room of her apartment at 3027 Howell St. by the complex manager. 

"She was real friendly and always nice to people," said a Palmetto Terrace Apartments employee who wished not to be identified. "She was like a yearlong Santa Claus and shared everything." 

Police had several suspects and arrested and charged Donald Edward Chavous, 29, also of Palmetto Terrace Apartments. 

Mrs. Frazier is survived by nieces and nephews. 

"I was close to her; she was so kind and loving," said her nephew, James Thomas, who had talked to his aunt on the telephone a few hours before she was killed. 

"Off the get-go, it was rough. You have to keep on living, but it was very difficult to understand why such a thing could happen. I really don't like to talk about it." 


Feb. 9 or 10 

Bart Chlan, 29, was found stabbed to death at his mobile home near Columbia Bible College and Seminary. He had received a master's degree in June from the college and was planning to become a missionary in northern Italy. 

Chlan supported himself by managing an auto parts store in Columbia and spent as much time as possible in evangelism and discipleship ministry. 

A few months before his death, Chlan had helped start the Columbia Community Church, which focuses its ministry on reaching the unchurched. 

Investigators say that Chlan invited a homeless man to stay with him and that the man robbed and stabbed him. A trial is pending for the suspect. 

"I think Bart's death has had a tremendous impact on the seminary or anyone who knew him," said Ted Stump, a close friend who had planned to meet Chlan on the day of his death to evangelize together; he found Chlan's body. 

"His death stopped me in my tracks," Stump said. "It made me consider how short life can be and made me question what I'm doing for the sake of the Gospel." 

Several hundred people attended Chlan's funeral, Stump said. 

"He touched so many lives," he said. "He had an unconditional commitment to Christ. Death was a homecoming for Bart but very hard on his family." 

A Bart Chlan Memorial Fund has been started at Columbia Community Church to raise money for missionaries. 

"Bart was a real inspiration," said the Rev. Jim Lassiter, pastor of Columbia Community Church. "The church will continue to function in his memory." 


Feb. 15 

Bobby Carolina, 33, was found beaten to death at his River Drive apartment after a loud argument was heard by neighbors. 

Born in Darlington County and the oldest of three sons, he was a graduate of Columbia High School and the University of South Carolina. He was a Vietnam War Army veteran and a security supervisor with First Union Bank. 

Jesse Stroman, 20, of the same address was charged with murder, according to police reports. 

"I'm coping with it, some days it's hard," Carolina's mother, Gloria Peterson Carolina, said. "He was my firstborn. He was very special to me." 

Feb. 24 

Wendy Sue Whitehead, 25, was found strangled to death at the Carolina Motel on Two Notch Road. 

Her slaying, and two others later in the year at the motel, are unsolved. 
Ms. Whitehead's remains were cremated and have yet to be claimed by a relative at the Richland County Coroner's Office. 
Investigators said Ms. Whitehead had worked out of the motel as a prostitute. 

Richland County Council discussed closing the motel by revoking its business license but decided not to after hearing from I.S. Leevy Johnson, attorney for the owner of Carolina Motel, Janelle Williams. 
"We've always maintained that the problem was not in the suites, but the problem was on the streets," Johnson said. "Mrs. Williams could not patrol Two Notch Road. The crime that has really been committed is that all three of the murders remain unsolved." 

March 14 (body found) 

The body of Linda Graham, 36, was found in the trunk of her BMW behind an office complex in the Harbison area. 
Ms. Graham, who worked as an operator for Southern Bell, had been shot once in the head with a large-caliber pistol. She lived at Wellspring Apartments at 500 Harbison Blvd. with her son. 
Her estranged common-law husband was charged with murder and goes to trial soon. 
"I have dealt with death before, when my wife died in a car accident," said Ms. Graham's father, Edward W. Ruffin of Hartsville. "Her brothers and sisters took it really hard. I know these things will happen sooner or later, but you don't get used to death in no shape or fashion. The murder was the hardest part about it. 
"I will be really relieved when justice is served," Ruffin said. "I'm a great believer in God. He'll bring me over this tragedy and give me the strength and will to keep going." 

March 18 

Jimmy T. Lowery Sr., 42, of 3416 Truman St. was killed over a $5 debt. He was shot four times in the face in a car in the 1500 block of Maple Street. 

Joseph Kinard, who pleaded guilty to killing Lowery, received 30 years in prison. It wasn't his first prison sentence for taking a life. He had been convicted in 1975 of killing his wife and was paroled in 1988. 

According to investigators, Lowery, who was giving Kinard a ride, asked Kinard to pay him $5 for gas. They argued, and Kinard shot Lowery. 

Born in Florence County, Lowery was founder and owner of Lowery Construction Co. and a member of Mount Zion United Methodist Church of Timmonsville. 

"We're getting by," said his 14-year-old daughter, Judy. "We miss him." 

Besides his daughter, he is survived by his widow, another daughter and a son. 

"Things have been rough," said his widow, Brenda. "It hasn't been easy. I've got three kids, and they want to go to college. 

"Was five dollars all that my husband's life was worth? Why can't he (the killer) make some financial contribution for my kids? It doesn't make sense. The kids feel like he got off scot-free." 

More importantly, Mrs. Lowery needs and misses her husband. 

"Everything that could go wrong has gone wrong," she said. "The car is sitting in the driveway, the refrigerator needs work. I just fixed the plumbing. All those things my husband would take care of. 

"I miss him every day," she said. "It's really depressing. I feel like giving up and running away sometimes." 


March 18 

Carlos Patrick Gantt, 20, was stabbed in the abdomen during an argument in the Columbia Gardens apartment complex on Plowden Road. 

Gantt, who was unarmed, died in surgery at Richland Memorial Hospital a few hours later. 

Allen Brown, 25, is awaiting trial for murder. Investigators say he tried to grab Gantt's wallet from his pants.An argument started, and Gantt was stabbed. 

Gantt was a 1986 graduate of Dreher High School, where he received awards and trophies in track and field, football and basketball. 

He is survived by his mother, a sister and a brother. 


March 24 

Ricky Hill, 19, of 2505 Harper St. was shot in the chest with a .38-caliber pistol. 

The three suspects are 13, 14 and 15 years old and are being held in a detention home. When they turn 21, they will be tried for murder. Hill allegedly had slapped one of the suspects earlier in the day during an argument. 

Hill graduated from C.A. Johnson High School and was a construction worker with the Eugene Boston Co. 

Surviving are his guardian, Eugene Boston, five sisters and eight brothers, all of Columbia. 

"We miss him. It hasn't been easy to get over," Sarah Ann Ellis, one of his sisters, said, adding that the shooting happened in the family's front yard. "I didn't see it happen, but I heard the shot." 


March 24 

The father of three daughters and twice a grandparent, Ralph Amerson, 41, was shot in the head and died at Richland Memorial Hospital. His uncle, Marshall C. "Shorty" Amerson, 50, was charged with murder. 

The incident occurred near a gas station in Leesville. According to witnesses, both men had been drinking heavily and had begun arguing when the shooting occurred. 

Dollie Hall, sister of Ralph Amerson, has mixed feelings about her uncle. 

"He's the closest uncle we had. I'd just give anything in the world that it didn't happen. I still love Uncle Shorty, but it ain't the same."
Another sister agrees. "I miss my brother, and it tore up my nerves," said Minnie Bell Storey. "They said it was an accident, but you don't know what to believe. My brother pushed one of my sisters out of the way and he took the bullet." 

His mother, Burina Story, said: "He was the only son I had. The uncle stayed with us while he was growing up. I loved him, too. I don't know what to feel." 

March 30 

Sandra Ellis, 40, of 127 Wilton Hill Road was killed with a single shot from a .357 Magnum pistol by her estranged husband, Mel Ellis, who then raised the gun to his own temple and fired. 

The shooting occurred at the crowded Beau's lounge in the Radisson Hotel. 

The couple had been separated for about two weeks, Columbia Police Chief Robert Wilbur said. 

Mrs. Ellis, a receptionist with Interstate Management, graduated from A.C. Flora High School. She is survived by two sons and a daughter. 

Ellis, 49, was an administrator at Rikard Nursing Home near Lexington. 

Hotel management at the Radisson provided voluntary crisis counseling for customers and employees the day after the shootings, Beau's manager Al Frankes said. 

April 21 

Gabriel Castillo DeLaTorre, 22, was shot to death at a migrant farm workers' camp in Gilbert. 

DeLaTorre was shot twice with a .357 Magnum in the right thigh and stomach. Another resident of the camp, Jose Ramon Martinez Resendiz, was charged with murder. 

The victim, according to Lexington County Coroner Harry Harmon, had left his job several weeks ago and had returned to the labor camp wanting to talk to Resendiz, his supervisor. 

DelaTorre, who was buried in Weslaco, Texas, is survived by a sister, Maria Castillo. 

April 25 

James Fignar, 31, was found dead at his Ashland Road apartment after an apparent robbery attempt. Fignar, a Mack Trucks employee and active member of the United Auto Workers union, received as many as 30 stab wounds with a kitchen knife. 

The victim's 1983 Mercury Cougar was found later by the Columbia Police Department off Rosewood Drive. 

Lexington County Sheriff James R. Metts said Fignar and two other men had gone to Fignar's home at Garden Manor Apartments, where the two men attempted to rob Fignar. 

Two brothers from Hopkins, Joseph Eugene Adams, 19, and Michael Ulysses Adams, 18, have been charged with murder. 

May 9 

Dr. William Sloan Gandy, 65, was found tied up and shot to death at his north Columbia home at 3547 Baxter Drive. 
Two men, Alesandro Shepherd Jr. and Staffon V.C. Ray, were arrested after they were stopped while driving the victim's car. They later were charged with Gandy's murder, burglary and grand larceny. 
Gandy was a therapist at Crafts-Farrow State Hospital who provided recreational activities for long-term mentally ill and retarded patients. 
"We miss him," said registered nurse Joe Barr, a Crafts-Farrow supervisor who worked with Gandy for about 10 years. 
The hospital plans to name the activity building's therapeutic recreation center in his honor. 

"He worked very diligently with the retarded patients," Barr said. "He was always full of life and said hello to everyone." 

Gandy planted flower and vegetable gardens on the hospital grounds, Barr said. He often coaxed the patients who were afraid to leave the building to go outside for walks and fresh air. 

The patients Gandy worked with are severely retarded people who have been institutionalized most of their lives, Barr said. 

"They never have visitors or letters. The hospital is their home. He was like family to them. He would take them to the fair and other places. It's sad he's not here and even sadder that he was murdered." 

Born in Greenville County, Gandy graduated from Morehouse College and Howard University School of Medicine. He is survived by a son, four sisters and a brother. 

His sister, Helene G. Lenhardt of Greenville, said: "I really miss him. He was a brother we loved and cherished. I remember his hearty laughter. He went out of his way to help others. It was such a tragedy; we'll never get over it." 

Gandy also was a member of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and helped establish a chapter of the Urban League in Greenville. 

"We remember too well being robbed of our loving, spirited brother," Mrs. Lenhardt said. "I try to remember to pray nightly to God for forgiveness for that which took this kind individual from us." 

June 3 

Sammy Green, 37, was shot to death by a woman who claimed he had sexually assaulted her. Green, a former Eau Claire High School football star, was shot in the head and chest outside a friend's house at 1433 Bon Air Drive about 11:40 p.m. on a Saturday night. 
The woman is awaiting trial on a murder charge. 

June 5 

Marsha Cromer, 35, of 15 Castle Vale Court, was found shot to death in her home. Investigators said her husband, Arthur Dale Cromer, 29, shot her and then killed himself. 
Mrs. Cromer, a nurse at Lexington County Medical Center, was shot in the neck and head with a 12-gauge shotgun. Cromer, an emergency medical technician, was shot in the mouth with the same gun. 
Mrs. Cromer's daughter and son were visiting her ex-husband in West Virginia at the time of the deaths. 

She was buried in Princeton, W.Va. 

June 9 

Roosevelt "Liro" McCall, 19, received a fatal gunshot in the back at a Fort Jackson recreational area. A civilian, he was shot to death during a dispute between several carloads of teenagers who had driven onto the Army post. 
McCall was no stranger to violence; his parents had died in a murder- suicide when he was 4. And at the time of his death, McCall was listed as a suspect in a shooting at a Two Notch Road nightclub. 
The FBI was called in to investigate the shooting because it occurred on federal property. No suspects have been charged, and the case remains sunder investigation by the FBI. 
McCall is survived by three sisters, a brother and a paternal grandfather.
 
June 23 

Barbara Stanten, 27, of 2427 Dillon St. was shot to death after a domestic dispute with her common-law husband, Willie Ashmore, 27. 

Ms. Stanten was shot in the bedroom of the couple's house and died at Richland Memorial Hospital. 

Ashmore has been charged with murder, and his trial is pending, according to Columbia Police. 

June 28 

Gregory Cobbs, 28, was shot in the head June 24 as he and Melissa Free sat in a car at Styron Court and Brickyard Road. He died four days later. 

Investigators said the killing resulted from a domestic dispute. Ms. Free, 22, of 112 Styron Court was arrested but has not been indicted in the case. 

July 26 

Carol Parker, 40, was found strangled to death at the Carolina Motel on Two Notch Road. Her common-law husband, Charles Jefferson "Sarge" Young, found her body, and the case remains unsolved. 
Young was killed Sept. 9. 

Aug. 8 

Tierra Washington, 3, of Columbia Motor Court died at Baptist Medical Center of head trauma. 
Alice Whetstone, 24, was charged with aggravated assault and was accused of burning the girl with a cigarette on or about Aug. 6. 

Ms. Whetstone was caring for Tierra and two other children in August after their mother and father, Thomas and Barbara Stuckey, were arrested on drug charges. 

Tierra's death sparked an investigation of the Richland County Department of Social Services, which had investigated the Stuckey family. A social worker was fired as a result. 

Aug. 19 

Taxi driver Henry Kim, 39, was shot in the chest with a .38-caliber pistol. His taxi was found burned in a wooded area off Legrand Road. 

Patrick Alan McKee, 33, was charged with murder. 
Kim is survived by his wife, Hui Chong Kim. 

Sept. 6 

Nellie Kahn, 59, of 2000 Beltline Blvd. was shot twice in the head with a pistol. 
Her husband, 61-year-old Max Kahn, was charged with murder. He then turned the gun on his dog, according to Forest Acres police. 
Kahn is out on bond, and his trial is pending, according to Forest Acres police. 
Forest Acres police reports said Mrs. Kahn, who had been hospitalized frequently for asthma, had been ill and had been nagging her husband, who was unemployed at the time. 

Sept. 9 

Charles Jefferson "Sarge" Young, 48, of 2709 Two Notch Road was stabbed to death at Waverly and Richland Streets. 
Born in Greenwood, Miss., he was a son of the late Charles T. and Irene Young. He was a Vietnam War Army veteran who had received the Bronze and Silver stars. 
He lived at the Carolina Motel and on July 26 had discovered the body of Carol Parker, a 40-year-old woman strangled at the motel. Young had separated from his wife and was living with Ms. Parker. 

Sept. 15 

Jimmy Lee Harrison, 31, of 102 Wilkes Road was shot to death, and his father was charged with murder.
Samuel Harrison told investigators that he had become frightened during an argument with his son over use of the father's car. The father said his son had beaten him up before. 

Jimmy Lee was shot once in the throat and died in the carport. 

Sept. 23 

Louise Green, 21, of 5120 Ridgewood Ave. was strangled to death. Her body was found on an outdoor table a block away from her home. 
Cynthia Patricia Griffin, a friend of Ms. Green's, was charged with murder. 
An Eau Clair High School dropout, Ms. Green was unemployed and had a child. 
Richland County sheriff's investigators believe more than one person may have been involved in the killing, but no other arrests have been made. 

Oct. 3 

Andre Irvin, 21, of 109 Christian St. was shot to death outside the Fountain Bleau nightclub on Farrow Road. 
Before he was shot, Irvin apparently had argued with a man who got into a rust-colored car occupied by three or four other people, police said. 
Three suspects were charged in the slaying. Police authorities continue to look for a fourth suspect. 
"Things ain't the same," said Irvin's father, Joe. "It makes a big difference. Christmas was hard to get through." 
Andre, a Keenan High School graduate, was the youngest of three brothers and two sisters. 
"He was my baby boy," Irvin said. "I forget and look in his room for him. We're trying to go on, but there's too many memories." 
His mother agrees. 
"It's been a real hard struggle for me," Leola Irvin said. "It's been the roughest thing in my life. I'm trying to put it behind me. Nobody knows but the ones that have been through it. When they take a man's life like that, it is such a waste of a person's life. I'm still waiting for him to come in the door." 

Oct. 8 

The body of Kimberly Quinn, 28, who lived on Platt Springs Road, was found near South Congaree. 

She had been shot with a shotgun; her feet, right hand and left arm were cut off and her body was burned beyond recognition. 
A friend of Ms. Quinn's said Ms. Quinn had told her shortly before her death that she was looking forward to receiving a $2,000 to $4,000 check from her insurance company for a car accident earlier this year and planned to buy another car. 

Ms. Quinn had not worked since February, when fire swept through her Cayce home, killing her 2-year-old son, Allan. She is survived by a daughter. 

Four people have been charged in connection with the slaying. 

Anthony Gene Cooper, 31, of Pelion was charged with killing Ms. Quinn. He also was charged with kidnapping, armed robbery, forgery and conspiracy to kidnap and commit robbery in the case. 

Brenda McLaurin, 23, of Wagener was charged with conspiracy to kidnap; Robert H. Southerland, 40, of West Columbia was charged with conspiracy to kidnap and kidnapping. Both had been charged with conspiracy to commit robbery. 

Ms. McLaurin is out on bond. Cooper and Southerland are being held without bond in the Lexington County Jail, according to Lexington County Deputy Solicitor Knox McMahon. 

Phillip Gary Farmer, charged with conspiracy to kidnap, has been a sentenced prisoner at Central Correctional Institution since June 1985. He is serving 11 years and six months for housebreaking, larceny and escape. 

Oct. 11 

The body of 18-year-old Traci Trotter was found west of Springdale, her skull crushed. 

According to investigators, some men wanted Miss Trotter to take them to Columbia in her car, and when she refused, she was struck on the head with a 2-by-4 board and a large rock. 

Three men have been arrested for murder and are being held in the Lexington County Jail awaiting trial. 

Miss Trotter was a waitress and attended school two nights a week. She hoped to get a high school diploma and become a probation officer. 
Miss Trotter's mother, Peggy Boyd, said she had been instructed not to talk to the press by the 11th Circuit Solicitor's Office because publicity might affect jury selection when the suspects in her daughter's slaying are tried. 
"It's been really difficult the past few weeks," she said. "There's nobody who could understand it unless they've been through it. I can sympathize with anybody who's lost someone." 

Oct. 23 

Ulia Mae Smith, 37, of 1715 Bluff Road was found stabbed to death in her ransacked home.
An autopsy determined that she had been stabbed 14 times in the back, twice in the back of the head and once in the cheek. 

Mrs. Smith's husband found her body when he returned home from work. She was the mother of two and worked as a canteen attendant at U.S. Textile Corp. on Bluff Road. 

When contacted, her mother, Dorothy Wright, was too upset to talk about her daughter. 

The killing remains unsolved. 

Nov. 7 

Jessie Bush's body was found in woods off a dirt road off Pisgah Church Road. 
Bush, a 32-year-old heating and air-conditioning repairman, apparently received a phone call around 4 a.m. the morning he died. 
Around 6 a.m., he was found face down in a pool of blood. He had received more than a dozen stab wounds, and his pockets were inside-out, leading investigators to believe he was robbed. His new 1989 Volvo, still bearing its dealer license tag, was parked near his body. 
Nothing in Bush's lifestyle seemed to put him at risk for a violent death. He had no arrest record. He worked six or seven days a week. 
"From what we know about him, he was an all-American," said Richland County Sheriff Allen Sloan. 

Bush's mother, Virginia, said her son worked most of the time at Dixie Heating & Cooling Co. When he wasn't working, he visited his family. 
"Most of the time, he'd sit around the table and joke," Mrs. Bush said. "He spent his time being around people. He wasn't a TV freak." 
His father, whose footsteps he had followed into the heating and air- conditioning business, had died, leaving him to watch over his mother and six siblings. 

One of his sisters is mentally retarded, Mrs. Bush said. "He always said if something happened to me, he would take all his money to hire a nurse so she wouldn't have to go into a home," she said. 
Bush's death remains unsolved. 

Nov. 13 

Mark D. Watts, 34, of 131 1/2 Davis Road was shot once in the head, according to Richland County Coroner Frank Barron. 
He was found lying on his couch, hands behind his head, with an unsigned handwritten apology on his forehead. 
Born in Richland County, he was employed with Moody's Carpet Service and was an Army veteran. 
His son, Mark Watts Jr., was later injured in a traffic accident in Smithfield, N.C., that claimed the life of his companion. Four rifles were discovered by police, including one they believe to have been used in the shooting. 
Mark, whose arms and legs were broken in the car accident, was charged with murder and grand larceny. 

Dec. 5 

Robert Chanon, 26, was shot in the chest. 
Three days before he died, Chanon was shot on Holmes Street, also known as "Crack Alley." Investigators said Chanon was killed after an argument over a drug deal. 
The case remains unsolved.

Dec. 21 (body found) 

Lewis Carter, a produce dealer at the State Farmers Market, disappeared Sept. 28, 1987. His body was found in a shallow grave in Irmo. 

Henry Irving Corley was charged with accessory after the fact of murder and is accused of helping another person put Carter's body into Corley's pickup and taking it to property in Irmo owned by Corley's relatives, according to the arrest warrant. 
Richland County Sheriff's investigators said other arrests are pending but would release no other details. 

Dec. 22 

Robert Hector, 19, of Allen-Benedict Court was shot in the chest with a pistol as he was walking in the 2100 block of Chestnut Street about 7 p.m. He died 45 minutes later at Richland Memorial Hospital. 
"Rob worked here a little more than a year," said David Koch, manager of Wendy's Old Fashioned 
Hamburgers on Assembly Street. "He was an excellent guy, excellent employee. We're all in shock around here." 
Sgt. Mitch Wilkerson of the Columbia Police Department said Hector appears to have been in a drug-related dispute before the shooting. As he was walking on Chestnut, a car drove by. He stopped to talk to the driver, who fired a shot. 
Hector was unarmed. 
His wife, Ursula, said her husband was a "quiet person" who spent his spare time with his year-old son. 

A suspect has been charged with murder. 

Dec. 27 

Lisa Jones, 20, was shot to death around 1 a.m. as she approached a group of men standing in the parking lot at Elmwood Avenue and Heidt Street, according to police reports. 
A suspect has been charged with Ms. Jones' murder and is being held in jail awaiting trial, according to Columbia Police Sgt. Mitch Wilkerson. 

Dargan Richards and Michael Latham of The State's newspaper library and reporters Richard Greer and Steve Smith contributed to this report. 
