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Police seek evidence in New Baden stabbing death: Divers search Jones Lake 

Author: Carolyn P. Smith, Belleville News-Democrat, Ill. 

Jan. 20 EAST ST. LOUIS Information Illinois State Police received had them back in East St. Louis on Friday with divers searching Kenneth Hall Park's Jones Lake for evidence in the stabbing death of Alison N. Stahl. 

State police Master Sgt. Jim Morrisey would not disclose Friday evening the results of the search but said police are considering conducting additional searches. 

Stahl, 24, a mother of four from New Baden, disappeared Dec. 13. Police found her nude body Dec. 29 along a shoreline in Frank Holten State Park in East St. Louis, about 200 feet from a boat ramp. She had been stabbed repeatedly in the chest and back. 

Morrisey would not say whether police were searching for the knife used to stab Stahl to death. 

"We received information about some evidence related to the Stahl case that could be in this lake," Morrisey said. 

Three divers from Bubble Masters Underwater Recovery Team in Granite City spent a large part of the afternoon searching the lake. It was the second time the lake has been searched. Divers were out last Saturday searching the lake. That search found nothing. 

People of interest in the investigation already are incarcerated on other charges unrelated to Stahl's murder, Morrisey said. Police are waiting for lab work. After that is finished, it will be determined whether additional charges will be filed, he said. 

On Dec. 14, a day after Stahl was reported missing, Lashonda Walker, 26, and Eaze Harper, 24, were arrested in East St. Louis in Stahl's missing 1995 Jeep Cherokee, and charged with robbery and weapons counts unrelated to the murder, police have said. The two are accused of robbing a hotel in Fairmont City. 

Contact reporter Carolyn P. Smith at csmith@bnd.com or 239-2503. 
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