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Storm brings deep freeze, whiteouts
Rescuers seek stranded Dakota motorists
By The Associated Press

Rescuers searched for stranded motorists
Friday in deadly storms that made travel all but
impossible in South Dakota and other parts of
the upper Midwest, while temperatures
plunged well below freezing from Colorado to
Tennessee.

Disruptions ranged from canceled classes
and cabin fever to metal fatigue on snow
plows.

Karen-Nelson, 51, of Webster, S.D., got lost
in a blizzard on her way home from work and
spent more than 24 hours bundled in her pick-
up hoping rescuers would respond to her cellu-
lar telephone calls for help. They used the
phone as a beacon, but temporarily lost contact
Friday afternoon. By evening, however, con-
tact was re-established and the search resumed.

"Her spirits seern good. She's alert, she's
doing good. She's one scared woman," said
Sheriff Doug Nelson, no relation.

Police Chief Pete Rithmiller said early Fri-
day evening that Mrs. Nelson was "still doing
OK." i

Wind chills in many parts of South Dakota
fell to more than 70 degrees below zero in a
storm expected to last through the weekend.
Almost the entire interstate highway system
was closed in the state and authorities recom-
mended no travel.

North Dakota Gov. Ed Schafer postponed
his own inauguija1 ball, saying it was too dan-
gerous for people to attend the Saturday event.

In Minnesota, where strong northwest winds

gusting to over 40 mph reduced visibility to
zero in places, authorities said snowplows and
their operators were so taxed they could only
do rescues, not road clearing. More than 100
school districts canceled classes Friday.

Snow piled up in Michigan because a polar
and subtropical streams of air converged over
the Great Lakes, National Weather Service
forecaster Jeff Boyne said.

"The snow banks are so high, you have to
drive right into the intersection to see around
the corner," said Betty Carpenedo of Besse-
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For good health

County employees in Casa Grande were
visited by the Blue Cross and Blue Shield
Safari Van for health screenings Friday. All
of the employees of Pinal County were
asked to participate in the screenings, in
which the county receives a breakdown on
overall wellness while individual scores are

Staff Photos by Francisco Medina

confidential. Above, county employee Mary
Da Rosa, right, has her glucose checked by
registered nurse Robin Ross of Health-
Waves. At right, Diane Medina, a Women,
Infants and Children program employee,
fills out a questionnaire before being
screened.

Gingrich not only victim of cellphone eavesdropping
By JEANNINE AVERSA
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — As Newt Gingrich and
his lawyers discussed the House speaker's
ethics case, someone was using a cellular
phone. That allowed someone else to eaves-
drop and make a tape recording that ended up
in print.

There are ways to protect such calls, but
most cell phone users should beware: Anyone
with the right equipment can listen in.

It's not unusual when people talk on cell
phones for snippets — a few seconds of a con-

versation at most — to be picked up on other
cell phones, baby monitors or other communi-
cations equipment.

That's because the conversation travels on
public airwaves just as TV and radio signals
do.

To listen in on an entire conversation,
though, equipment is usually required.

"If you want more than a couple of seconds,
you have to make a real effort," said Tim
Ayers, spokesman for the Cellular Telecommu-
nications Industry Association, the main trade
group.

It's illegal to make or sell radio scanners that

pick up cellular phone conversations. The cel-
lular phone industry pushed for the 1993 law
as a way to better protect callers' privacy. It
took effect the following year.

But it's not unheard of for people to modify
legal radio scanners — like hobbyists' police
scanners — to eavesdrop on cellular calls.
That's illegal, too, and radio scanner makers
are required to design their devices so they are
difficult to tamper with. But enterprising peo-
ple always find ways, cellular engineers and
federal regulators say.

Still, it's "fairly rare" for such offenders to
end up before the Federal Communications

Commission, said Julius Knapp, who is
responsible for tracking down illegal devices.
Those caught selling them can be fined.

And, there are still people — no one is sure
how many — using the old scanners to listen in
on cellular calls. The 1993 law didn't make it
illegal to own the old scanners.

"They were produced for years," Knapp
said. "Many of them are still out there."

In general, it's against federal law to inter-
cept a cellular telephone conversation and pass
on the contents to another party. The excep-
tions: court orders like those police obtain and
when one party has given permission.

Free again
Juan Iglesias
uses the phone
in his office at
a textile manu-
facturing com-
pany in Lima,
Peru. Iglesias
was one of the
hostages held
for almost five
days by the
Tupac Amaru
rebels in the
J a p a n e s e
ambassador's
residence in
Lima. Just
before his
release, his joy
was drained
when he
looked into the
faces of those
he was leaving
behind. Story
on page 19.
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Somber anniversary keeps
investigators looking for kids
More than a dozen on missing roll in Arizona
By ARTHUR H. ROTSTEIN
Associated Press Writer

TUCSON — A year after 7-year-old Karen Grajeda
disappeared, authorities said Friday they'll keep working
to find her and more than a dozen other Arizona children
considered missing or abducted.

The officials also cited the case of Jimmy Hendrick-
son, who was 12 when he vanished 5!/2 years ago from
outside a Tucson convenience market. A flier describing
Hendrickson, and identifying him as missing, was dis-
tributed Friday at a news conference.

But Hendrickson has been classified by the National
Center for Missing and Exploited Children as a runaway,
said Gail McBride of the Arizona Department of Public
Safety's Criminal Investigation Research Unit.

FBI spokesman Tom Basham said authorities assume
an individual is still alive "unless we have some positive
information to indicate otherwise.

"Otherwise, it would make it very difficult to investi-
gate the case if we didn't have that sense of optimism in
all of these things."

In all, 16 children from Arizona have been reported to
the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
and classified as lost, injured, missing or as non-family
abductions.

The 10 children who are identified include: Stephanie
Benton of Kingman; Brian Bleyl of Phoenix; sisters

Cynthia and Jackie Leslie, ages 15 and 13, of Mesa; and
Myron Traylor, 14. of Phoenix.

The Leslie girls disappeared in August 1974 after
going to a party. They had told their mother earlier they
were going to baby-sit, the Maricopa County sheriff's
office said.

"If you think for some reason you are necessarily
insulated from crimes like this, you're not," Basham said
at the Tucson news conference. "It's a very somber
experience being here."

He recalled that a year earlier, hundreds of Tucson and
Pima County Sheriff's officers had been searching the
south side for Karen Graieda. The girl vanished Jan. 11,
1996, while playing with friends at an apartment com-
plex where she lived with her mother, Rosalba Lozoya,
and a sister.

Speaking through an interpreter, Karen's mother reit-
erated Basham's warning that everyone is vulnerable.

"The same thing that has happened to me right now
can happen to anybody," she said, holding her sobbing
6-year-old daughter Alejandra.

Lozoya, 27, who also has a 7-month-old daughter,
urged anyone with information "not to be afraid to say
anything." She said she believes her daughter is still
alive.

Tucson Police Lt. Richard Middleton said history

— Missing, page 3

Arrest in
Eloy
murder
Staff Reports

ELOY — A suspect has been
arrested in the murder of a 19-
year-old man Nov. 29, according
to Detective Scott Bellamy.

An arrest warrant was served
on Manuel Rodriguez, 20, of
Eloy, who was being held by the
Arizona Department of Correc-
tions in Phoenix Friday on an
unrelated charge of probation
violation, Bellamy said.

Rodriguez is charged with
first-degree murder and miscon-
duct with a weapon.

Zaragoza was found in an
alley in the 1100 block of West
La Siesta Drive. He had been
shot more than once and several
brass casings were found on the
ground around the body, accord-
ing to reports.

Bellamy said the case is under
investigation and no further
information could be released.

Since the killing, the family
of the young man has erected a
cross in the alleyway, which has
upset neighbors. The City Coun-
cil Monday night is scheduled to
consider abandoning the alley-
way, which has no use since it is
so narrow, to the neighboring
property owners.

Relaxed
Simpson
says Nicole
was erratic
By LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

SANTA MONICA, Calif. — A
relaxed O.J. Simpson returned to the
witness stand Friday, telling jurors
that his marriage to Nicole Brown
Simpson was a great love story ulti-
mately doomed by her emotional
problems.

Weeks before she was slashed to
death, he said, he decided their
attempt at reconciliation was failing
and "I felt I had to distance myself
from Nicole."

He said her behavior had become
increasingly erratic and she became
involved with a wild crowd.

In their last heart-to-heart talk on
May 22, 1994, Simpson said, "We
talked and decided we'd gotten back
together too soon and decided to go
our separate ways."

Less than a month later, she was
dead, slain June 12, 1994, with her
friend Ronald Goldman outside the
condominium she had bought after
leaving Simpson's home.

The football Hall-of-Famer was
led through his account by the gentle
questions of his attorney Robert
Baker, who set about to undo the
image left six weeks ago when he
was questioned as a hostile witness
by plaintiffs in the wrongful death
suit against him.

Acquitted in October 1995 of two
counts of murder, Simpson is being
sued by the victims' families who
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