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JOHNSTOWN - Three people were facing charges Wednesday in the beating death of a Johnstown High School dropout.

John Morgan, 19, who most recently lived in Fonda, died sometime early Tuesday after at least one beating, investigators say.

Lucas W. Whaley, 17, of Park Street in Gloversville; Theodore J. Cook, 17, of South Melcher Street Extension in the town of Johnstown; 
and Amanda C. Dzierson, 20, of West Montgomery Street in Johnstown all were being held without bail in Fulton County Jail late 
Wednesday.

The slaying began with a dispute over money, but Morgan's assailants had a number of other grievances they sought to settle with him, 
Fulton County District Attorney Polly A. Hoye said.

The incident was not drug-related, she said.

Johnstown Town Justice Frederick "Skip" Sartin arraigned Whaley and Cook on second-degree murder charges and Dzierson on a count 
of first-degree kidnapping.

All three face 25 years to life in prison.

The suspects will have preliminary hearings to determine whether there is enough evidence to present each case to a grand jury.

Hoye said she thinks Whaley intended to kill Morgan.

Events started about 9 p.m. Monday when Dzierson picked up Morgan at his home in Fonda and drove him to Cook's home, where Cook 
and Whaley were waiting, investigators said.

There, the trio beat Morgan and held him captive in the basement, state police said.

Morgan tried to escape but failed, investigators said.

He died sometime early Tuesday morning, after five or six hours in confinement, Hoye said.

Dzierson returned to her apartment before Morgan's death, investigators said.

Morgan was a troubled youth who was assigned to a Johnstown group home after being placed in the custody of the Hamilton County 
Department of Social Services. Hoye said he apparently has no family in the area.

After leaving the group home last summer, Morgan stayed for several months with Vickie Cronin's family in Johnstown.

"He was warm and loving and caring, but he was trouble," Cronin said.

Morgan had lived with Cook on South Melcher Street until moving to Fonda a few weeks ago, she said.

"I'm still in shock," Cronin said Wednesday night.

Authorities are awaiting results of an autopsy to determine the cause of death.
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sources who said Morgan's assailants poured bleach down his throat.
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Whaley and Cook moved Morgan's body to a shed behind the house Tuesday, investigators said. Early Wednesday, the trio loaded it into 
the trunk of Dzierson's 1992 Geo Prism and drove to Northville.

About 4:20 a.m., Whaley approached a family friend there and asked him to help them dispose of the body, investigators said.

The man looked at the body but refused to participate, state police said. The man called state police in Duanesburg about 5:25 a.m. after 
the three headed back to Johnstown, officers said.

State police broadcast information about a possible homicide and a description of the car. Johnstown Police Officer Jeffrey Dunn stopped 
the defendants about 6:20 a.m. as they were about to back out of Dzierson's driveway, state police said.

The boys will not face capital murder charges because they are 17, a year too young, Hoye said.

Cook will turn 18 on April 3. Whaley's birthday is Sept. 24.

Kidnapping is not a capital offense.

Dzierson's car, with Morgan's body still in the trunk, remained in front of her home until late Wednesday afternoon, when state police 
loaded it onto a flatbed truck and transported it to their Fonda office.

Investigators said they expected to find evidence in the car. Search warrants were also executed Wednesday at the Cook and Dzierson 
residences.

Morgan is not related to Timothy J. Morgan Jr., the 20-year-old Gloversville resident charged with the Feb. 23 murder of a cab driver, 
Hoye said.

This is not the first time Whaley has been in trouble with the law. He served time in jail last year after he pleaded guilty to possessing a 
stolen handgun, Hoye said.

Police called Whaley a gang member "wannabe."

Officers said Cook had also been in trouble, but they did not have details Wednesday.

Caption: HEATHER L. ROHAN For the Daily GazetteAbove, police lead Lucas W. Whaley, front, and Theodore J. Cook, rear, from 
Johnstown Town Court after their arraignment on second-degree murder charges in the slaying of a 19-year-old Fonda man. At right, 
earlier Wednesday, police prepare a car containing the victim's body to be removed from the Johnstown driveway of one of the 
suspects.Man, 19, beaten to deathFulton County trio charged; body found in trunk of their car
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