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JOHNSTOWN - Theodore Cook and Lucas Whaley, sentenced to lengthy prison terms Monday for the torture-killing of a mutual friend, 
"lucked out" because they were too young to face the death penalty, County Court Judge Angelo D. Lomanto said.

Lomanto sentenced Cook to 23 years to life in prison and Whaley, who he said was "the prime instigator," to 25 years to life. The judge 
said he hopes the two don't get out of prison until they are old men, if at all.

The judge told Whaley he didn't want to engage in a death penalty debate, but said, "If it applied to you, so be it. But it didn't. You lucked 
out."

Whaley and Cook were 17 when they tortured and killed John Morgan last March. Defendants can't face capital punishment in New York 
unless they are at least 18 years old.

With Monday's two sentencings, Cook, Whaley and another friend, Amanda Dzierson of Johnstown, have all received lengthy state prison 
terms for their roles in the kidnapping, torture and slaying of Morgan, a 19-year-old Fonda resident.

Dzierson, 21, was sentenced to 20 years to life in January for first-degree kidnapping. She picked up Morgan in Fonda and drove him to 
Cook's house on South Melcher Street Extension in the town of Johnstown last March 16.

Cook and Whaley were waiting, and Whaley, armed with a large stick, greeted Morgan by hitting his kneecaps.

From there, Morgan was beaten, cut and bound, had salt rubbed into his cuts, was eventually killed - strangled - and had bleach poured 
down his throat early on the morning of March 17.

All this took place while Cook's little brother and sister were at the house - Cook's mother, Diane, had left them in his care.

Diane Cook was in court to see her son sentenced Monday, and snapped a quick photograph as he was being led out of court.

Anna Baker, Morgan's grandmother, was also in court Monday, to deliver statements on behalf of her family. She stood before the bench 
and spoke to Cook first, then Whaley, prior to their sentencings.

"All of John's family and friends are having a hard time understanding how you could brutally torture and murder John," she told Cook.

"From everything we have heard, you decided John could no longer live because of a phone bill. Did killing John get the phone bill paid? 
John was just beginning his life and had a lot to live for. He was trying to get his life together for a very special reason: His baby, who was 
born two months after his murder.

"Jacob will be a year old in May, but he will never know his father. He'll never know what it's like to be held in his father's arms, hear his 
voice, or see his smile. And because of you, John will never get to see Jacob grow up," Baker said.

Later, to Whaley, she said, "All of John's family has only one question: What did John do so wrong that you decided he had to die?

"It makes us sick to think of the hell John went through and how scared he must have been," she said.

As she had in her remarks to Cook, Baker told Whaley the family would never forgive or forget.

"Another thing that will never hap-
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pen is you seeing the light of day, walking down a street, or ever having another holiday with your family. You took our right and John's 
right to spend holidays and birthdays together. Why should you have that right? We will
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be there to make sure that you get what you deserve for the hell you put John through," she said.

Both teens apologized to Morgan's family members.

Cook said the events of last March are "a blur and confusing image in my mind, but it's something I have to live with. What happened is 
something I did not plan to happen or mean to happen, but it did."

Cook said he wasn't "the monster the press makes me out to be. I got caught up in something that I should have not been in. By the time I 
realized what was going on, it was too late to do anything about it."

He apologized again, and concluded his statement: "I do not ask for forgiveness, this is something that is not forgivable, but I do ask that 
you give some consideration to what I have said."

Whaley was more succinct. He turned to where Baker was sitting with other family members and said: "I am sorry for what I did and I can't 
take it back. I understand not wanting to see me outside, in the world, with family."

Whaley said if he is confined for life: "I don't have anybody to blame for it. I did it to myself."

Minutes later, after the judge sentenced him, he spoke again, and this time he showed some of the defiance that marked his earlier court 
appearances.

"You may not think I deserve to be outside," he told Lomanto, "but someday I will get out. And I'll be different."

"Nothing you can say or nothing you can do can bring back John Morgan," the judge replied. "That's why you're going to state prison. . . . 
You did it."

Outside court, District Attorney Polly Hoye shook her head when asked about Whaley's predictions.

"He says he's going to change. Who knows," she said.

"In my opinion, he was the mastermind. . . . I don't think John Morgan would have been killed if Lucas Whaley wasn't there to make sure it 
happened. And that's not to minimize what Ted Cook did. I think [Whaley] needed his strength," she said.

Hoye said the Morgan family has a mixed blessing in John's son, Jacob.

The boy may give them comfort, she said. Yet, on the other hand, "I'm sure it breaks their heart that this baby will never know who his 
father is. . . . I'm glad for the victim's family that the case is over. It's been very difficult for them," Hoye said.

All three defendants pleaded guilty - first Dzierson, followed by Cook. Whaley had been scheduled to stand trial in early January when he 
decided to plead guilty, too, as jury selection was about to begin.
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